
Civitas Declaration

IN 1995, PARTICIPANTS FROM FIFTY-TWO nations gathered in Prague to advance the
cause of democracy and promote education in the knowledge, skills, and values
essential to democratic systems that respect human rights and cultural diversity. At
the close of the Prague conference, participants adopted a declaration that pledged in
part “…to create and maintain a worldwide network that will make civic education 
a higher priority on the international agenda.”

MANY OF THOSE PRESENT IN PRAGUE have reassembled in Warsaw, in May 2006,
joined by educators from other nations pursuing the democratic path, for the Tenth
World Congress on Civic Education. Today, we reaffirm our commitment to democracy
and to the education of our young people in the requirements of an effective and 
active citizenship.

THE LAST DECADE WITNESSED important progress in advancing our common objectives.
Despite its flaws, democracy has reached nearly universal legitimacy as the desired
form of government. Citizens are better educated, informed, and connected to each
other through the Internet, advances in the speed and ease of travel, and nearly
instantaneous global news coverage. Supported by increased literacy, more widespread
basic education, and rising standards of living in many countries, civil society has
expanded and strengthened. As a result, individuals have greater opportunities 
to organize, represent their interests, and achieve levels of influence in their 
communities and societies. 

HOWEVER, THE RIGHT OF CITIZENS to exercise control of their political futures remains
uncertain and unavailable in many parts of the world. Established and emerging
democracies suffer from low voter turnout rates and troubling levels of disaffection
with the political process. Moreover, new challenges to democracy have joined the
enduring ones identified at Prague. International terrorism, religious and racial
intolerance, growing gaps between rich and poor, and governmental abuse of power
threaten to undermine the citizen as the ultimate source of political power.

THE BELIEF IN OUR ABILITY to work together as civic educators across boundaries of 
language and nationality has proven itself: civic education is today a worldwide
movement with support in every inhabited continent of the globe. Our tasks for the
next decade are to defend the advances of the past eleven years and create the conditions
in which all young people have the opportunity to become informed and skilled 
practitioners of the art of democracy. 
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TO THIS END, WE AFFIRM THE FOLLOWING.

◆ Democracy is not a destination, but rather a journey to advance 
human freedom, dignity, social justice, and respect though peaceful
means. 

◆ Democracy requires not only laws, constitutions, elections, and 
institutions, but also values and dispositions, and the commitment
of citizens to preserve and protect it. 

◆ Since these traits of democratic citizenship are gained in part 
through acquired knowledge, civic education must be viewed as
an essential component of basic education in every country and 
included in all educational reform initiatives. 

◆ Governments and international financial and philanthropic 
institutions should recognize the centrality of civic education in 
educational systems by allocating the resources necessary to create
innovative, interactive, and engaging curriculum materials and
support for professional development programs for teachers in the 
use of high quality materials.

◆ As at other moments in history when political parties, trade 
unions, or economic reforms have been essential ingredients 
in creating the basis for a democratic, participatory state, so 
today education of young people in the knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions of democracy is a central element in strategies for 
assistance to emerging democracies and support for transitions 
to democracy.

◆ Established and emerging democracies have a vested interest in 
working together cooperatively to promote the growth of democracy
internationally and to do so in ways that respect the sovereignty 
and dignity of other nations and peoples. All nations should 
dedicate significant and sustained funding to support democracy 
education through formal,informal, governmental, and non
governmental means.

We dedicate ourselves to advancing the cause of civic education in the coming decade
and call upon the leaders of governmental and international institutions to respond to 
the needs we have identified.
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